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Prayers for Isracl

Emergency Community Gathering

As our sisters and brothers in the Holy Land are being
attacked and murdered, kidnapped and tortured,
we watch and listen in horror.

What can we do, here in Queens?

We jointly call upon all the Jews of Queens and our allies to
gather together for an evening of introspection, solidarity,
mourning, hope and prayer.

Sunday, 30 Tishrei 5784 / October 15™ 2023
Israel Center of Conservative Judaism, 7:00 pm
167-11 73" Avenue, Flushing, NY 11366
(Ample free parking in rear)

“It is a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be delivered from it.”
(Jeremiah 30:7)

(In alphabetical order:)

Rabbi Sharon Ballan Rabbi Gary Greene Rabbi Hillel Lavery-Yisraéli
Temple Beth Sholom Congregation Etz Hayim Israel Center of
at Hollis Hills Bayside Conservative Judaism
Rabbi Moshe A. Birnbaum Rabbi Eytan Hammerman Rabbi David Wise
Jewish Center of Kew Gardens Hills Temple Gates of Prayer Congregation Etz Hayim at
Hollis Hills Bayside
Rabbi Rachel Goldenberg Rabbi Manes Kogan Rabbi Daniel Wolpe
Malkhut: Progressive Jewish Hillcrest Jewish Center Flushing Fresh Meadows
Spirituality in Queens Jewish Center
Rabbi Daniel Graber

g . (list continues to be populated)
Forest Hills Jewish Center

With the participation and support of the
Queens Jewish Community Council

and the New York Board of Rabbis —1
This in-person event will also be livestreamed at: “ H
https://www.iccj2004.org/prayers-for-israel \ !

\N 4

For more information: 718-591-5353 / info@iccj2004.org
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Prayers for Israel,

for Protection from Terror Attacks

and in Memory of the Victims

: | As recited at the Emergency Community Gathering,
Queens, NY, October 15, 2023
«

The prayers on the following pages contain the holy name of God,
and therefore this booklet should not be disposed of or recycled in the usual manner.
We encourage you to take it home and continue reading these prayers for as long as necessary.
When you no longer need it, return the booklet to any local synagogue for proper burial.
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1 Prayers for Israel

For the choir leader, a psalm by David. Rescue me, Adonai, from evil
people, protect me from violent criminals. Those who think evil thoughts
in their hearts, and plan wars every day. They sharpen their tongues to be
like a snake’s, saving venom under their lips. Guard me, Adonai, from evil
people’s hands, protect me from violent criminals, who intend to cause me
to fall. Arrogant people set traps for me, surrounding me with nets, putting
out snares for me. I said to Adonai, you are my God, listen, Adonai, to the
sound of my prayers. God, Adonai, whose strength rescues me: you protect
my life in days of war. Adonai, don’t allow evil people’s wishes to be
fulfilled; do not let their plans succeed. Let enemy leaders’ harmful speech
backfire and hurt only them. May their burning coals fall only upon
themselves, may they be knocked into their own fires, or caught in
inescapable traps. May those with hateful speech not be able to live in the
Land; may evil violent criminals be apprehended and rendered powerless.
I know that Adonai will defend the poor, and bring justice for the
unfortunate. Righteous people will thank your name; honest people will
live in your presence.

I call out to God and cry,

seeing other countries and nations living safely and securely,

while the residents of our land are constantly threatened and attacked.
Yet still, our hearts and eyes are lifted to You.

May it be Your will, God who listens to our cries,

that You count all our tears and keep them treasured forever.
Save us from all cruel decrees,

for we lift our eyes only to You.

God who listens to prayer, to you all flesh turns. Let us enter your
sanctuary and bow before your footstool. Both heaven and earth
belong to you; you created the universe and all it contains.
Righteousness and justice support your throne, loving-kindness and
truth go before your presence. The lives of everything that lives and
the spirit of every mortal person are in your hand.
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2 Prayers for Israel

Haneshama lakh vehaguf pa‘olakh, husa ‘al ‘amalakh.
The soul belongs to you, and the body is your work; have mercy on your
creation. The soul belongs to you, as does the body; Adonai, do this for the
sake of your name. We have come to pray for mercy for the sake of your
name; Adonai, do this for the sake of your name. Do this for the sake of
your glorious name, for your name is “God, the generous and merciful.” Do
this for your name, Adonai, and forgive our sins, though they are many.

Invoking the Thirteen Attributes of Mercy

The congregation rises
God, Sovereign who sits upon a throne of compassion, who acts with
loving-kindness, who pardons the iniquities of our people, passing them
before God in order; who forgives sinners and pardons transgressions;
who performs righteousness with all flesh and spirit, do not repay their
bad actions in kind. * God, You taught us to speak thirteen attributes: recall
for us today the covenant of the thirteen attributes, as You in ancient times
showed the humble one [Moses], as it is written: Adonai descended in the
cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed in the name of Adonai:

All, followed by Leader:

And Adonai passed by before him and proclaimed:

All, together:
Adonai, Adonai, El rahum vehanun,
erekh apayim verav hesed ve'emet.
Notzer hesed la‘alafim, nosei ‘avon vafesha’vehata’a, venakeh.

(Adonai, Adonai, compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger
abounding in loving-kindness and truth, extending loving-kindness to a
thousand generations, forgiving iniquity, rebellion and sin, and absolving
[the guilty who repent].)

Forgive us our iniquity and our sin, and take us as Your inheritance.

Forgive us, our parent, for we have sinned. Pardon us, our Sovereign, for
we have transgressed. For You, Adonai, are good and forgiving, abounding
in loving-kindness to all who call on You.
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3 Prayers for Israel

Shema Kolenu
The Ark is opened. The verses in bold are said responsively.
Shema’ kolenu, Adonai Elohenu, hus verahem ‘alenu, vekabel berahamim
uv'ratzon et tefilatenu.
Listen to our voice, Adonai our God. Spare us and have compassion on
us, and in compassion and favor accept our prayer.
Hashivenu Adonai elekha v'nashuva, hadesh yamenu kckedem.
Turn us back, Adonai, to You, and we will return. Renew our days as of
old.
Al tashlikhenu mil¢fanekha, veru’ah kodshekha al tikah mimenu.
Do not cast us away from You, and do not take Your holy presence
from us.
Al tashlikhenu I<et zikna, kikhlot kohenu al ta‘azvenu.
Do not cast us away in our old age; when our strength is gone do not
desert us.
Al ta‘azvenu Adonai, Elohenu al tirhak mimenu.
Do not desert us, Adonai; our God, do not be distant from us.
Give us a sign of good things, and those who hate us shall see it and be
ashamed, for You, Adonai, will help us and console us. Hear our speech,
Adonai, consider our thoughts. May the words of our mouths and the thoughts
within our hearts be pleasing to You, Adonai, our Rock and our Redeemer. For
it is You, Adonai, that we have longed for; You shall answer us, Adonai our God.

Avinu Malkenu
Avinu Malkenu,  You are our parent.
Avinu Malkenu, = we have no sovereign but You.
Avinu Malkenu,  have mercy on us.
Avinu Malkenu,  nullify all harsh decrees against us.
Avinu Malkenu,  nullify the plans of those who hate us.
Avinu Malkenu,  close the mouths of our adversaries and accusers.
Avinu Malkenu,  eradicate killing, destruction, sword, shooting, captivity
and destruction from the people of Your covenant.
Avinu Malkenu, let salvation soon flourish for us.
Avinu Malkenu,  open the gates of heaven to our prayer.
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4  Prayers for Israel

Avinu Malkenu,  may this moment be a moment of compassion and a
time of favor before You.

Avinu Malkenu,  have pity on us, our children and our infants.

Avinu Malkenu,  act for the sake of those who were Kkilled for Your holy
name.

Avinu Malkenu,  act for the sake of those butchered for being Jewish.

Avinu Malkenu, act for Your sake if not for ours.

Avinu Malkenu,  act for Your sake and rescue us.

Avinu Malkenu, act for the sake of Your abundant mercy.

Avinu Malkenu,  act for the sake of Your great, mighty, and awe-inspiring
name by which we are called.

Avinu Malkenu, be gracious to us and answer us, though we have no
worthy deeds; act with us in charity and loving-
kindness and save us.

Avinu Malkenu, honenu va'anenu, ki en banu ma asim;
‘aseh imanu tzedaka vahesed vehoshi‘enu.

The Ark is closed. The congregation may be seated.

Prayer for protection from terror attacks

Rabbi Hillel Lavery-Yisraéli
“God, do not be still, silent or quiet. Your enemies are making noise, those
who hate you are lifting their heads. They are plotting against Your people,
conspiring against Your treasured ones. They are saying, ‘Let us go and an-
nihilate them, so that the name ‘Israel’ is no longer heard.” ” “They have

spilt our blood like water around Jerusalem, with no burials for the dead.”
Look down from Your holy place, from heaven, and see our suffering
and our troubles. Protect Your people Israel wherever they may be, who
constantly feel threatened by those who wish to persecute them and strive
to destroy them. Save us from every enemy, ambush, weapon, Kkilling, evil,
woe and sorrow. Protect our soldiers, our police officers, our security
guards and the brave civilians who risk their lives trying to protect us. Ful-
fill for us the verses, “Once again elderly men and women will sit in the
squares of Jerusalem, leaning on their walking sticks because they will
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5 Prayers for Israel

reach such an old age. The city’s squares will be filled with little boys and
little girls playing games.”

Let us not fear or be afraid, for You are our protector. “...Jacob shall re-
turn and live in peace and security; no one will terrify him again.”

Guard our steps, whether we are going out or coming in, for life and
for peace, now and for eternity. And let us say, Amen.

Prayer for the State of Israel
Avinu shebashamayim, tzur yisra‘el vego‘alo,

Rock and redeemer of Israel, bless the State of Israel, the beginning of the
flowering of our redemption. Protect her under the wing of Your loving-
kindness and spread out over her Your sukkah-shelter of peace. Send Your
light and Your truth to her leaders, ministers and advisors, and inspire them
with Your good counsel.

Strengthen the hands of those protecting our Holy Land, grant them
success and crown them with victory. Place peace upon the land, give eternal
happiness to those who live there.

Appear in all Your powerful splendid glory before all who live on Earth,
and let all who breath say, “Adonai, God of Israel is the real sovereign, ruling
over all human powers.” Amen, Selah.

Prayer for the IDF and security forces

May God who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, bless the soldiers of the Israel
Defense Forces, and all the security forces who stand guarding our
land and our God’s cities, wherever they may be, on land, in the
air, or at sea. May God help them defeat the enemies who try to
attack us. May the Holy, Blessed God guard and protect the
members of our security forces from every distress and misfortune,
and from every plague and illness, and send blessing and success
to all their endeavors. Foil the plans of all those who hate us, and
crown our soldiers with deliverance and victory. Fulfill for them
the verse: “For it is Adonai your God who walks with you, fighting
your enemies for you, to deliver you.” And let us say, Amen.
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6 Prayers for Israel

Prayer for those missing and those being held in captivity

May God who blessed our ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel and Leah, Joseph, Moses and Aaron, David
and Solomon, bless, protect and guard the members of the Israel
Defense Forces missing in action or held captive, and other missing
and kidnapped people among our brethren, the whole house of Israel,
who are in distress or captivity, as we pray on their behalf. May the
Holy, Blessed God have compassion on them and bring them out
from darkness and the shadow of death; may God break their bonds,
deliver them from their distress, and bring them swiftly back to their
families’ embrace. “Give thanks to Adonai for the loving-kindness,
and for the wonders God does for humankind.” And may there be
fulfilled in them the verse: “Those redeemed by Adonai will return;
they will enter Zion with singing, and everlasting joy will crown
their heads; gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and
sighing will flee away.” And let us say: Amen.

Memorial Prayer In Memory Of the Victims

God, full of mercy who dwells on high, grant fitting rest in
Your sheltering presence, in the heights of the holy, the pure
and the brave, who shine like the radiance of heaven, to the
souls of the holy men, women and children, old and young
alike, who were brutally murdered in our Holy Land,
sanctifying Your name, at the hands of terrorists. We pray for
the ascent of their souls. Master of compassion, shelter them
in the shadow of Your wings forever, and bind their souls in
the bond of everlasting life. Adonai is their heritage, may the
Garden of Eden be their resting place. May they rest in
peace, and may they receive their reward at the End of Days,
and let us say, Amen.
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7  Prayers for Israel

Ps A song of ascents;

121 Esa ‘enai el heharim, me'ayin yavo ‘ezri?
Ezri meim Hashem, osé shamayim va aretz.

I lift up my eyes to the mountains; from where will my help come? My
help comes from Adonai, creator of heaven and earth. God will not allow your
foot to falter; your guardian will not slumber. The guardian of Israel neither
slumbers nor sleeps! Adonai is your guardian, Adonai is your protection at
your right hand. The sun will not strike you by day, nor the moon by night.
Adonai will guard you from all harm, and guard your life. Adonai will guard
your steps, whether you are going out or coming in, from now and forever.

Mourner’'s Kaddish

Yitgadal  veéyitkadash  shemeh  rabba
(amen), bealema di vera, kir'uteh.
Veyamlikh malkhuteh behayekhon
uv’yomekhon uv’hayei dekhol bet yisrael,
ba‘agala uvizman kariv, véimru amen
(amen).

Yehei shemeh rabba mevarakh, I¢alam
ul'alemei ‘almaya.

Yitbarakh veyishtabah veyitpa‘ar
veyitromam veyitnasei veyithadar veyitaleh
veyit'halal, shemeh dekudsha berikh hu
(berikh  hu), I¢ela min kol birkhata
veshirata, tushbehata venehemata,
da’‘amiran bealema, véimru amen (amen).

Yehei shélama rabba min shemaya
vehayyim ‘alenu, veal kol Yisrael, veiimru
amen (amen).

Oseh shalom bimromav, hu ya‘aseh
shalom ‘alenu, veal kol Yisrael, veimru
Amen.

May God’s great name Dbe
magnified and sanctified in the
world created by God’s will. May
God’s sovereignty be established in
your lifetime and in your days and
in the lifetime of all the house of
Israel, swiftly and soon, and say:
Amen.

May God’s great name be
blessed for ever and all time.
Blessed and praised, glorified and
exalted, raised and honored,
uplifted and lauded be the name of
the Holy Blessed God, beyond any
blessing, song, praise and
consolation uttered in the world,
and say: Amen.

May there be great peace from
heaven, and life for us and all
Israel, and say: Amen.

May God who effects peace on high
make peace for us and all Israel ,
and say: Amen.
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"Teshuva, prayer, and charity mitigate the severity of a decree.”

Please do your part and take a moment to generously

contribute to any or all of the following causes,
in support of the situation in Israel:

Magen David Adom Israel * https://www.mdais.org/en/donation
Hadassah Hospital Israel ¢ https://www.hadassah.org/donate/simple
United Hatzalah Israel ¢ https://israelrescue.org/

Leket Food Israel « https://www.leket.org/en/online-donation/

IDF Soldiers Fund in Israel « https://www.ufis.org.il/en/donation-en/
Zaka Israel « https://zakaworld.org/

UJA-Federation’s Israel Emergency Fund «
https://www.ujafedny.org/israel-emergency-fund

i

This gathering is the joint project of:
Congregation Etz Hayim at Hollis Hills Bayside
Flushing Fresh Meadows Jewish Center
Forest Hills Jewish Center
Hillcrest Jewish Center
Israel Center of Conservative Judaism
Jewish Center of Kew Gardens Hills
Malkhut: Progressive Jewish Spirituality in Queens
Temple Beth Sholom
Temple Gates of Prayer

With the participation and support of:
The Queens Jewish Community Council
and the New York Board of Rabbis

And many officials, dignitaries, representatives,
and dear friends.

We appreciate you all.

Todah Rabbah.



